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South Carolina Approved Courses
Activity Coding System for the Student Information System
List of approved courses and code numbers for instructional and non-instructional activities in K-12

Foundation of course codes, class schedules, and school master schedules

Each course is identified through an 8 digit/letter/character code

SC Department of Education determines the first 4 characters

Local districts/schools determine the 5th & 6th characters

Course GPA weight and number of units of credit determine the 7th & 8th characters

Examples
 411500CW – Algebra 2 (C – GPA is college prep, W – students can earn 1 unit of credit)

 302700HW – English 2 Honors (H – GPA is honors level + 0.5, W – students can earn 1 unit of credit)

 327336AW – AP Chemistry (A – GPA is AP level +1.0, W – students can earn 1 unit of credit)

 634200HD – Welding 3 Honors (H – GPA is honors level + 0.5, D – students can earn 2 units of credit)

 335700EW – Psychology Dual Credit (E – GPA is AP level +1.0, W – students can earn 1 unit of credit)

 370111CH – Drivers Education (C – GPA is college prep, H – students can earn 0.5 units of credit)
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South Carolina Approved Courses
Course content is developed and approved in multiple offices of the SCDOE

Office of Federal and State Accountability assigns course codes and creates the approved 
activity coding system/manual

Office of Federal and State Accountability does not approve course content or create standards

 State and Federal Report Card Ratings, teacher highly qualified status, teacher certification 
requirements, accreditation, end-of-course exam requirements, and teacher/principal value 
added measures (new) are dependent on course codes
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South Carolina Approved Courses
Course codes are created for typical grade levels and subjects found in all South Carolina Public 
Schools

Course Codes are assigned by the Office of Federal and State Accountability after receiving 
approved copies of the following:
Course title

Course description

Course objectives

Recommended grade levels

Prerequisites

Course credit

Content summary

Schools and districts are required to offer a base of courses as outlined in the “Defined 
Minimum Program”
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Local Control and Course Flexibility
Schools and districts can add additional courses to support, expand or enrich academic 
opportunities for students
Accomplished through “Local Board Approved” courses
 Locally approved electives

Local courses created to meet the subject specific, 24-unit graduation requirement must go through the 
State Board Approval Process 
 Non-elective, subject-area specific courses

Locally approved courses are denoted
xx99xxxx

Example: 379920CW – Leadership Byrnes
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Local Board Approved Courses
Often schools/districts replicate course opportunities from other SC schools/districts
Leads to LBA courses switching to mainstream course opportunities across South Carolina
 Courses are no longer designated as “Local Board Approved”

Examples
 All fall Advanced Placement Courses (AP Calculus AB Intro, AP Biology Intro, AP Chemistry Intro, etc.)

 All dual enrollment (college level) courses

6



Spartanburg 5 LBA Opportunities
Fine Arts Department
Color Guard 1, 2, 3 & 4 Fall (BHS/BFA)

Color Guard 1, 2, 3 & 4 Spring (BHS/BFA)

English Department
Film Studies (BHS)

Language Arts Strategies for Success (BFA)

Mathematics Department
Mathematics Strategies for Success 1 & 2 (BHS/BFA)

Industrial Technology Department
Pre-Engineering 1 & 2 (BHS/BFA)
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Spartanburg 5 LBA Opportunities
Additional Electives
CPR/First Aid (BHS)

Freshman Focus (BFA)

Leadership BHS/BFA A (fall)

Leadership BHS/BFA B (spring)

Media Center Service Learning (BHS/BFA)

New Model Me (BHS)
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Addendum: LBA Course Descriptions
Color Guard 1, 2, 3 & 4 Fall (BHS/BFA)
This course is designed for those students who are interested in being a member of the Rebel Regiment 

Color Guard and Winter Guard. It is open to all Byrnes students by audition only. Students in the color 
guard class are required to participate with the Rebel Regiment and with one of the Byrnes Winter 
Guards, both of which rehearse and perform after school: marching band in the fall, winter guard in the 
spring. Any student may sign up if they are planning to audition. Students will be placed in the 
appropriate level section upon completion of a successful audition. (Fee: $100.00)
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Addendum: LBA Course Descriptions
Film Studies
This elective course examines film as a literary medium from the early black/white films to the modern 

epic spectaculars. Students will view films both in and out of class for the purpose of comparison and 
contrast of film elements (i.e. direction, production, etc.) as well as literary elements (i.e. character, 
conflict, etc.).

Language Arts Strategies for Success
This course is designed to help improve reading, grammar, mechanics, and composition skills.  Students 

will take the course prior to English I in preparation for the English I End-of-Course Exam.  Students are 
selected based on performance on previous state and local tests.  Various diagnostic tests and multi-
level materials are used to individualize instruction.  This course is an elective credit, and it does not 
take the place of any required English course.
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Addendum: LBA Course Descriptions
Mathematics Strategies for Success 1
This course is designed to reinforce and improve basic math skills in addition to improving skills in 

variable expressions, properties of numbers, solving one variable equations, and graphing linear 
equations. It should be taken in conjunction with Foundations in Algebra (new course) in preparation for 
the Algebra 1 End-of-Course Exam. This course does not take the place of any required mathematics 
course.

Mathematics Strategies for Success 2
This fall semester elective course is for students who scored below standard on Measures of Academic 

Progress (MAP) test scores in mathematics and have been recommended by their math teacher. The 
course content will include computer activities to strengthen basic skills as well as traditional classroom 
instruction and practice. This course will NOT be considered as a math credit for graduation.
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Addendum: LBA Course Descriptions
Pre-Engineering 1
In this hands-on course, students will work in teams and as individuals to use technological systems to analyze 

problems, make presentations concerning possible solutions, create solutions, and evaluate their results. 
Students are encouraged to use many of the resources that are available to them, including Computer Aided 
Design. Through the use of multimedia presentations, students will express their ideas to others and generate 
discussion concerning possible outcomes. Problems will be drawn from many different types of technological 
systems, including integrated systems, and require the use of math, science, and other academic skills. 
Students are able to expand and use their knowledge of technology and develop leadership skills through 
participation in the Technology Student Association.

Pre-Engineering 2
This course is a continuation of Pre-Engineering I. Students will continue to work with real world problems. 

Through a variety of experiences, these students will gain a real world perspective into many of the 
technologically related problems that plague today’s workplace and society. Students will be required to 
incorporate various types of technologies in their solutions. They will also have the opportunity to participate 
in engineering and problem solving activities that are available through National Engineering Design 
Challenge, Junior Engineering Technical Society, and NASA. Students are able to expand and use their 
knowledge of technology and develop leadership skills through participation in the Technology Student 
Association.
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Addendum: LBA Course Descriptions
CPR/First Aid (BHS)
Pairs with Driver's Education. CPR/choking will be taught during one nine weeks. A $30 fee is required 

for Driver's Education.

Freshman Focus (BFA)
This course emphasizes preparing students for a successful career in high school. Topics include study 

and test-taking skills, academic and career planning, social skills, interviewing skills, business skills, and 
presentation skills. 
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Addendum: LBA Course Descriptions
Leadership BFA
This course is designed for students interested in developing leadership skills. The purpose of this 

course is to teach students skills for effective leadership at BFA and in their community.  Improving 
Leadership qualities, community service and school spirit will be the primary goals of the course. 
Students will work on various school-based service projects organized around improving the school 
climate for students.  Interested students must pick-up an application from the guidance department at 
your school.

Leadership BHS
This course is designed for students interested in developing leadership skills. The purpose of this 

course is to teach students skills for effective leadership at Byrnes and in their community. Improving 
leadership qualities, community service and school spirit will be the primary goals of the course. 
Students will work on various school-based service projects organized around improving the school 
climate for students. Interested students must complete an application.
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Addendum: LBA Course Descriptions
Media Center Service Learning 
Students may obtain service learning credit for working in the media center. Service Learners will 

become proficient in library procedures, the application of Web 2.0 technologies, and the use of a 
variety of equipment.

New Model Me (BHS)
This elective course deals with the causes and consequences (immediate and remote) of human 

behavior. This course will help students to know themselves and others better, to cope with their needs, 
emotions, and frustrations and to expand their resources, and thus expand their self-identity.
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